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A star from Hollywood and two from the East 
The LCBO’s latest collection hit the shelves on February 6 with a focus on Italian wines to pair with the carb-loading we’re doing as  
we wait to get back to our real lives and normal schedules. While the quarantine shutdown has changed how we organize our work  
and recreational life, winemakers around the world continue to work on a slower annual schedule that’s still pumping out great ways  
to keep our cellars stocked. After all, if we can’t get out of the house, we might as well bring the taste of the world to us in a glass. 
 

And two surprises arrived to us from completely different areas of the world. 
The first, Dom Perignon paired with Lenny Kravitz (as their new “creative 
director and photographer”) to release a vintage 2008 champagne. Yes, another 
celebrity-endorsed drink to hit the market at an inflated price (this one being  
a mere $282.95 per bottle). Headline-grabbing as these promotional stunts 
might be, will producers soon start to evaluate the real return before we all  
get tired of them? However, as of writing, the wine is out of stock and no  
longer available so people must be buying! 
 

From the other side of the globe comes two wines from China – the first I can 
recall from the LCBO. The Xige Jade Dove Red 2017 (love the colourful naming; 
$29.95, #18413) and Chateau Changyu Moser XV Helan Mountain Cabernet 
Sauvignon 2017 (the name alone is quite a mouthful; $24.95, #12462) scored 
quite well at an average of 90.00 and 86.00 respectively. The price may be a 
little high for a fledgling wine country, but it does create excitement for 
prospects to come. 
 

Aside from the star power Kravitz brings to the Dom Perignon brand, the latest 
collection of worldwide vintages clearly puts the holiday season supply chain 
issues behind us and shines bright with new discoveries and bargains. 
 
 

Value Index for Feb. 6, 2021: VALUE KNOWS NO GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES

The value index is a measure used to evaluate and identify great wine deals on a quantitative basis. Every wine goes through Executive Spirits & Wines 
proprietary four-step process to evaluate each wine based on its retail price, professionally derived panel tasting ratings and historical data. After ranking  
the wines, we select the best overall deal, the best five value wines and the five smart luxury purchases if you’re looking to indulge and treat yourself. 

By the numbers 
Total wines included in Value Index ........................ 63 
Average wine rating aggregate .......................... 88.88 
Average wine price .......................................... $22.49 
 

By price: $ ............... $10.00 - $15.00 .............. 3 
 $$ .............. $15.01 - $20.00 ............ 37 
 $$$ ............. $20.01 - $25.00 .............. 7 
 $$$$ ............ $25.01 - $40.00 ............ 13 
 $$$$$ .............. Over $40.00 ................. 3 
 

By type: 
 White ......... 20 
 Red ............ 41 
 Sparkling ...... 2 
 
Vintage:  
 2015 ............ 6 
 2016 ............ 6 
 2017 .......... 16 
 2018 .......... 20 
 2019 .......... 12 
 N/V ............... 3 
 

Country: 
 Argentina .................. 3 
 Australia ................... 7 
 Canada ..................... 7 
 Chile ......................... 2 
 France ...................... 5 
 Germany ................... 2 
 Italy ........................ 13 
 New Zealand ............. 4 
 Spain ........................ 4 
 USA .......................... 8 
 Other ........................ 8 

https://www.domperignon.com/ww-en/inspirations/lenny-kravitz
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VALUE KNOWS NO GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES
 

Best deal of the release 

 Margan Family Hunter Valley Semillon 2018 
 

Best value wines 

 Familie Steffen Trittenheimer Altärchen Riesling  
Kabinett Trocken 2018 

 Viu Manent Gran Reserva Cabernet Sauvignon 2018 

 Zonte's Footstep Canto Sangiovese/Lagrein 2017 

 Bethany Creek Shiraz 2017 

 Vale de Mata Red Wine 2017 

 

Smart luxuries 

 Cantina del Nebbiolo Barbaresco 2016 

 Villa Antinori Riserva Chianti Classico 2016 

 Tenuta Sette Ponti Crognolo 2017 

 Enrico Serafino Picotener Nebbiolo 2018 

 Château l'Eglise d'Armens 2016 

 

Other notable details from the catalogue analysis: 

 Of the 63 wines that went through the algorithm,  
17 were spit out due to lack of data or did not fit  
within our set criteria.  

 These can include an overly outrageous expensive price 
(even though some people in the world can afford to 
collect multi-thousand-dollar cases), such as the 
Quintarelli Rooso Ca’ del Merlo 2021 for $125.95 a 
bottle), a lack of data or availability.  

 We strive to profile wines and spirits that are actually 
available to you either at your local LCBO store or at 
local restaurants. No impossible-to-find collectables 
here. The top picks are available to read on our website. 

 

Bargain bin deals (great wines, low prices) 
As a bonus for reading down this far, here’s a few more wines 
costing less than $20 that will help you restock your empty 
wine cabinet. You can find good deals from emerging wine 
countries (South Africa and here at home) but also a few 
newly discovered gems from Spain and France.  
 

 Glenelly Glass Collection Syrah 2017  
($15.95, #493841), South Africa 
 

 Monasterio de las Viñas Reserva 
Garnacha/Tempranillo/Cariñena 2015  
($14.95, #166579), Spain 

 

 The Bean Coffee Pinotage 2018  
($15.95, #251165), South Africa 

 

 Flat Rock Good Kharma Chardonnay 2019  
($16.95, #356873), Niagara Peninsula 

 

 Boeckel Blanc 2018  
($14.95, #18155), Alsace, France  

 

And just one more recommendation because Cava is one  
of the best things in life: 
 Família Oliveda Jove Brut Cava  

($15.95, #647883), Spain 
 

Good things grow… in Ontario 
For those who wish to support local, here are three highlights 
from the Niagara region that all scored an average of 89 and 
cost less than $20.00. 

 Cave Spring Cabernet Franc 2018 ($17.95, #523001), 
Niagara Escarpment 

 Megalomaniac Narcissist Riesling ($18.95, #67587), 
Niagara Peninsula 

 Vineland Estates Elevation St. Urban Vineyard Riesling 
2018 ($19.95, #38117), Niagara Escarpment 

 

About the author: 
 

A. Paul Mitchell loves wine, spirits and data analysis and tries to merge them together when he can. Aside from blind tasting and 
increasing his wine appreciation through WSET certification, he’s the 2012-2013 National Blind Tasting champion (spirits division), 
Whisky Ambassador, Bourbon Steward, Fine Vintage Spirits graduate and Edinburgh Whisky Academy certificate holder. 
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